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February 16, 2004

Pastor Daniel Garlitz,




Pastor Franklin Bounds,

WV District Superintendent



WV District Home Missions Director

And Members of the WV District Home Missions Board

Dear Brethren:

Greetings in the name above all names: Jesus. This letter is a recommendation for the approval of the application by Brother Les and Sister Penny Benedum for permission to start a new church in Weston, WV.

We have known the Benedums for about 15 months, ever since arriving in Clarksburg. They are a tremendous asset in this church, and we will sorely miss them, but we’re very supportive of their calling, and we plan to assist with this new church in Weston, much like a daughter work of both the Clarksburg church, and of Pastor Mooring’s in Buckhannon.

The Benedums feel God’s calling very strongly for the City of Weston. They realize that it is not their ability that will make the difference, but God’s abilities, released through their simple faith and obedience.

They are in some debt currently, but are working hard to get out of debt, and Sister Benedum is making quick progress on obtaining a teaching degree from Fairmont State College. After her graduation and securing of a teaching job, their income level will increase dramatically, and they will certainly be able to clear off any debts they’re not already out of by then. Their current debt is due to a combination of very tough economic conditions combined with a fierce desire to stay committed to Sister Benedum’s schooling, as an investment toward a brighter tomorrow. Sister Benedum is doing extremely well in college.

Brother Benedum has developed a very sound plan for gradually “phasing” the Weston church into existence, all while continuing Sister Benedum’s schooling and continuing his secular employment with Lowe’s. They intend (if permission is granted) to start with word-of-mouth, newspaper, and radio efforts, to try to make contact with former UPC members still in the city. From there they want to progress to door knocking, canvassing, Bible studies, and preaching points in living rooms. They are wisely looking to find souls first, and then, later on, a building.

Brother Benedum is a truth-loving, honest, engaging preacher, an anointed, powerful singer, and an excellent worship leader. Sister Benedum is a gifted Sunday School teacher and great all-around blessing. Both are sincere, burdened, personable, and enthusiastic. They are a tremendous team. I feel this is the right move for the souls there in the City of Weston, and for the Benedums themselves.

Sincerely,
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Pastor Doug Joseph

Christian Apostolic Church

Clarksburg, WV
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